
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
 

 

Please raise your hand if you were baptized as an infant and have considered yourself a Christian 

your whole life (pause).  Looks like that is most people here today.  In just a few moments, 

(Daniel) (Theophilus) (Rosalie) (Carys) will join us as Christians through the Sacrament of 

Baptism.  In a profound sense, Baptism is the ultimate sacrament of vocation, or calling, for it is 

because of our Baptism that we acknowledge the call to be followers of Jesus and journey with 

him along the way of new life.  You can imagine that the call to be a disciple has to trump every 

other call you may ever hear in your life—for unless we incorporate each additional life decision 

into our baptismal vocation, we will find ourselves in a variety of awkward relationships, career 

directions, and moral choices in which we will experience a sense of conflict. 

And so that’s the questions I would invite you to consider during our worship here today.  Is 

your Baptismal calling as a disciple something you only think about perhaps during Mass here in 

church—or is it such a part of your being that it affects and determines all the various parts and 

decisions of your life?  We obviously can’t understand that call when we are baptized as 

infants—and so coming to understand that call, and embrace that call has to occur as we grow up 

and mature in life.   

We heard about the call of Elisha in the first reading.  Usually, we discover our call as disciples, 

like Elisha, while doing other things.  Elisha was fortunate to be given a few hours to say his 

good-byes to his family and to provide for them one last time. He didn’t know what the 

summons would entail or where the journey would take him.   

When we say “yes” to Jesus and fall in behind him on the way, we are as much in the dark as 

Elijah about what the future will hold.  And so, we can conclude that knowing the one we follow 

is more important than knowing where the road will lead.  We have come to believe that Jesus is 

the one with living water and abundant bread—the healer, teacher, savior, and friend—the only 

one who knows the way through death to new life.  It is so easy, though, for our calling to be 

drowned out by the “desires of the flesh” mentioned by Saint Paul in the second reading today—

things like the lure of money, or power, or security, or fame.  That’s why our baptismal focus 

must be clear, and our response to Jesus not be just part-time. 
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Rev. James Moore tells this story: Twelve-year old Lawi lived with his family in a small African 

village.  One day Lawi was taking care of his little brother while their parents worked in the 

sugar cane fields.  Lawi was sitting in front of their hut while the baby slept inside. Suddenly, the 

thatched hut was instantly enveloped in flames.  Lawi immediately ran inside, only to find the 

baby trapped under a fallen rafter.  While the flames closed in, Lawi struggled to move the 

burning timber.  He was finally able to grab the infant and dash outside—just as the hut caved in. 

By this time, neighbors and villagers had gathered outside the remains of the hut. Once both boys 

were safe, they asked: “Lawi, that was a very brave thing you did.  Weren’t you afraid?  What 

were you thinking when you ran into the burning hut?  Lawi simply replied: “I wasn’t thinking 

anything.  I just heard my little brother crying.” 

Jesus makes clear to us that the demand of true discipleship requires the singular focus and 

commitment of Lawi, who hears his brother’s cries and responds despite the fire surrounding 

him.  He doesn’t hesitate in order to be calculating. That is the mark of following Jesus: to place 

compassion, forgiveness, and justice before our own agendas and interests, and to hear the voice 

of God in the cries of our vulnerable sisters and brothers. You can make the application of this 

teaching to many situations in our country and our world today, and the implications for us can 

be rather challenging. 

Jesus reinforces this challenge in the second half of the gospel reading in an astounding way.  

Luke tells us about three successive encounters between Jesus and prospective disciples, and in 

none of these three does the conversation go well.  The first is a volunteer—he approaches Jesus 

and offers to follow him. But Jesus responds with: “Foxes have holes, and birds have nests, but if 

you follow me you won’t have that much comfort, not even a place to lay your head.” So much 

for rolling out the red carpet and making a volunteer feel glad they signed up. 

Jesus actually called the next person, saying: “Follow me.” But this time, when the person 

seemed ready to answer the call, all he asked for was a moment to bury his father.  It seemed like 

a reasonable request.  But again, the reply of Jesus is shocking: “Let the dead bury the dead.”  

Then finally, yet a third person came up to Jesus and the disciples, again volunteering to join 

them.  “Just let me say goodbye to my family, and I will be right back,” he said.  This didn’t 

sound reasonable to Jesus, who says, “No one who puts their hand to the plow and looks back is 

fit for the Kingdom of God.” 
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Like me, you must wonder: what is Jesus doing here?  Must he make it that hard to join his 

group of disciples?  Is he testing them?  Or is Jesus using this as a teaching moment for his other 

disciples, who must have been amazed and alarmed to witness these encounters? Probably all of 

these hold some of the truth.  The point seems to be, as much as Jesus wanted to call people to 

discipleship, he did not want to water down that call, or make a false representation of the 

sacrifice such a calling can sometimes entail.   

We who claim to follow Jesus should read these stories like splashes of cold water across our 

spiritual faces—a wake-up reminder that God wants all of us, our whole being; without 

reservation, distraction, or competing loyalties; all of the time, not just some of the time; and 

without back up or contingency plans. So many things in our daily lives can distract us from 

what is really important.  We can become too busy sometimes to notice the suffering of others.  

But Jesus invites us to live our lives, whatever path they take, with a focus on the higher purpose 

of building the reign of God.  We share in the Eucharist today to be strengthened for that higher 

purpose. 

 


